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THANK YOU & FAREWELL, MAYOR PALMER!
After seven years on City Council and four as Mayor of Oak Point it
is time to hang up the gavel. Eleven years ago I listed five primary
objectives for the City to accomplish; lower the property tax rate,
improve our park areas, staff our DPS with full-time professionals,
improve the roads, and protect our “Country Place”. Tax rates are
down, the park is a wonderful spot, we no longer have a volunteer
fire department, and road projects are underway with more
scheduled and upwards of nine million dollars at our disposal to
fund them. Protecting our country place open spaces has been hit
and miss. Within our city limits we have good controls in place to
regulate development. Massive growth outside of city limits tells
another story. All require an ongoing effort so Oak Point remains
a great place to live.

Mayor Keith Palmer

That leads me to you, the citizens of Oak Point. The week of the great snow storm this
February makes me rest even easier that Oak Point will be fine moving into the future. The
stories I witnessed and heard — the guy who delivered wood to someone he didn’t know so
that they could stay warm; friends and neighbors helping turn off water and patch burst
pipes; generators, gas, and food being shared. Social media, which sometimes allows us to
snipe at each other, became a means of communicating with one another and rally around
each other. When we learned we were largely on our own, and literally left in the dark and
out in the cold, we took care of ourselves and each other. Some folks were pleasantly
surprised and certainly grateful at how so many good people responded so generously of
themselves. Me? Certainly grateful! Was I even mildly surprised at how Oak Pointers came
together and helped one another? Not one bit.
With so many caring, tough, talented, funny, resilient people here in Oak Point, I am hopeful
and excited at what lies ahead for our town. The City has many things going for it; a top
notch City Staff and DPS, beautiful scenery with still some open spaces to enjoy, access to the
lake and the DFW area, etc., etc., etc. Our biggest and best resource are the people here,
always has been. So when I pass the gavel...the precious gavel...MY PRECIOUS!...ahem —
When I pass the gavel to the next Mayor, I do so with a happy heart. I know whatever lies
ahead for us, no matter how difficult at times, that Oak Point will be in good hands because it
is in your hands.
Thank you for allowing me to serve. It has been an honor. God bless Oak Point.
Problems with Suddenlink?
www.suddenlink.com

Tech Support: 1.877.694.9474

FCC Consumer Complaint website https://consumercomplaints.fcc.gov/
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THANK YOU & FAREWELL, COUNCIL MEMBER LINDEMANN!
Where did the last 8 years go? It seems like yesterday that I was
standing out on the city street corners campaigning and waving to all
the people driving by. I remember how people waved back, left
messages for me at city hall or stopped to visit to discuss Oak Point
needs. I have considered it an honor to have served on the Capital
Improvement Committees, Planning Zoning Commission, Economic
Development Corporation, and City Council. Thank you for allowing
me to serve you! It was truly a great experience for me.

Council Member Lindemann

I am starting to clear out my desk drawer and found my original campaign flyer. I’m happy to report
to the citizens of Oak Point that I accomplished (working with my fellow council members) every
commitment I made to you. As many of you know, my passion was always controlling City expenses
and to put the savings into the Capital Improvement Plan fund for road improvements. At the time of
this newsletter, road and water improvements are under construction on Lakeshore and Martingale.
Plus, I am gratified to report that at the February Council meeting the City Council approved a
resolution to move forward with redoing Emerald Sound and Eagles Landing roads along with some
additional side streets. Regarding road improvements, did you know that the City has 7.1 million
dollars in the Capital Improvement Plan fund? Did you know that the city will add another million
dollars to Capital Improvement Plan fund at the end of this year? Also, the City has access to another
3.3 million from bonds earmarked for road improvements. This is my leaving message to all of you. I
believe you should not accept anything less than seeing a road improvement in progress every year
until every needed road is repaired in our beautiful city. Additionally, the City Manager and City
Council need to develop a 5 year plan for road improvements and post it on the City of Oak Point
website for everyone to see and follow.
I would like to give my wife (Leann) a very special thanks for her support over the past several years
without a single complaint. Also, thanks to all our friends who have supported us over the years and a
big thanks to our City Staff for the help they’ve given me. You live in a great city who has a great
staff, great Public Safety Department, a dedicated City Council, and so many great people serving on
our City commissions who want to be involved and improve our community. Be thankful that you live
in a place where you can feel safe to voice your opinion and know you will be heard. And, don’t forget
how lucky we are to live in the USA. As my pastor said in his sermon, “If you live in the USA, you’ve
already won the lottery.” This is such a true statement. It seems we have been bombarded by the
media with lots of bad news but I would encourage you to reflect on those things which are important
to you – family, friends, home, country and city.
God Bless all of you and God Bless Oak Point!
Donald Lindemann
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
Recently, the City amended its outdated Outdoor Lighting Ordinance to assist in
preserving dark night skies as more residential and commercial growth continues to
build in Oak Point. The amended ordinance provides for uniform outdoor lighting
standards to assure public safety and health, promote efficient and more
cost-effective lighting, enhance the ability to view the night sky and promote a
positive city image reflecting order, harmony and pride, thereby strengthening the
economic stability of Oak Point's business, cultural, and residential areas.
Accordingly, it is intended that this amended ordinance will inspire and encourage
a community-wide philosophy and adoption of these dark night sky tenets as a
matter of course, beyond what is specifically set forth in the amended ordinance.
This amended ordinance applies to outdoor lighting on all properties within the city
Stephen Ashley
limits. All existing outdoor lighting that was legally installed before the enactment
City Manager
of this amended ordinance that does not conform to the standards specified and
imposed by the changes in the amended ordinance shall be grandfathered and considered nonconforming.
Whenever a nonconforming fixture is replaced, or moved, the replacement fixture shall meet the requirements of
the amended Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.
Examples of Acceptable & Unacceptable Lighting Fixtures
The lights on the left are non-conforming. Those on the right can be used in most cases, depending on the
mounting height and proximity to the property line.

As you can see from the many examples, the amended ordinance is primarily seeking to shield outdoor lighting.
The amended ordinance was created to mainly address lighting for new commercial projects as well as new residential construction. There are many exemptions to the amended ordinance for existing properties and current
lighting situations. However, if you have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to City Hall and we will be
happy to answer any questions.
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MEET PAUL WINKLER
Paul Winkler grew up in Justin, Texas. He is married and has two beautiful children.
Paul is a Firefighter/EMT-B, working to provide the citizens of Oak Point with
professional and courteous care. His favorite thing about his job is being able to help
people in a time of need. Paul previously served at the Justin Fire Department. In his
time off, Paul enjoys spending time outdoors. He also loves teaching his son the great
American game of baseball!
Welcome Paul!

MEET JOSEPH SIPPL
Joseph was born and raised just outside of Detroit, Michigan. Joseph has a son and daughter and
a number of close members family in Texas. Joseph is a Police Officer for Oak Point. His daily
duties include patrol of the city neighborhoods and streets along with enforcing Texas law and city
ordinances. He previously worked for the Denton County Sheriff’s Office and the Frisco Police
Department. Joseph enjoys positive interactions with citizens and hopes to be a positive role
model. In his free time, Joseph enjoys spending time with his children. He also spends time
working on houses and completing home improvement projects.
Welcome Joseph!

In recognition of the following holidays, City offices will be closed on:

Good Friday — April 2

Memorial Day — May 31
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BOIS D’ARC LAKE
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Santa Visits Oak Point

ENROLL IN THE CITY’S MASS COMMUNICATION AND EMERGENCY WEATHER
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Oak Point United Against Suicide
It seems that students of all ages are being affected by the social isolation of the Covid–19 pandemic!
Interaction with other students on a face to face basis is so important. The closure of classrooms, sports activities, and
clubs has brought about this isolation of students.

Being able to connect with people who share the same experiences, be that depression or anxiety, helps the student
know they are not alone.
The pandemic has caused this lack of touch and limited opportunity to express themselves. They are scared and
uncertain about the future. There is a lack of self-esteem and severe anxiety.
Indications of depression are sleeping more, sleeping less, anger, eating less or differently, isolating more (in their
room), little to no interaction with parents and siblings, and grades slipping at school.
Check in with your child. It is okay to ask them, Are you depressed? Are you overwhelmingly sad? Are you feeling
suicidal? If your child is in immediate danger of hurting themselves or others, call 9-1-1 or take them to the nearest
emergency room.

Joel Olson
Resources for Help
Text 741741 * National Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255 * Confidential Online Chat: suicidepreventionlifeline.org * The Suicide &
Crisis Center of North Texas: 214-828-1000 * Dallas Metrocare Services: 866-260-8000 (Includes Ellis, Hunt, Kaufmann, &
Rockwall
counties) * NorthStar/North Texas Behavioral Health Authority: 24 hour crisis hotline 866-260-8000 or ntbha.org *
Grace and Brian Loncar Foundation: graceloncarfoundation.org * Trevor Project offers LGBTQ youth a safe place to talk at
800-488-7386 * Mental health support related to Covid-19 toll-free 833-986-1919

Daylight Savings Time Begins Sunday, March 14th

WARNING SYSTEM AT WWW.OAKPOINTTEXAS.COM/218/BLACKBOARD-CONNECT
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REPUBLIC SERVICES COLLECTION DATES
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REPUBLIC SERVICES

For each service provided - carts, bulk, quarterly unbundled brush - remember to place the items correctly to ensure
collection.

•

Carts: Space them 3ft apart and away from any objects, like vehicles, mailboxes, utility poles, etc.

•

Bulk: Place at the curb within 3 ft of the street. Box, bag, or containerize loose items, small yard waste, and leaves.

Unbundled Brush: Place within 3 ft of the street and allow for substantial clearance of overhead wires, mailboxes, utility
poles, vehicles, etc. The Claw truck needs at least 16 ft vertical clearance to collect items.
For any questions, contact Leigh Collins at 469-389-8045 or email CityofOakPoint@republicservices.com.”
The City of Oak Point recently amended City Code to reflect the new quarterly brush pickup. Do not put brush out for the quarterly
pickup more than 14 days before the scheduled quarterly pickup. Also, remember that all trash and recycling bins are to be brought in by
8:00 am on Tuesdays.
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OAK POINT, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE 6.04 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF OAK POINT, TEXAS,
“Sec. 6.04.002

Prohibited acts and conditions

. . .(f)
Disposal of trash and debris. It shall be unlawful and declared a nuisance for any person owning, claiming, occupying or having
supervision or control of any real property, occupied or unoccupied, to place waste and recycling receptacles or bulk waste at the designated
pickup location for solid waste or recycling collection prior to 8:00 a.m. on the day before pickup or to fail to remove waste and recycling
receptacles by 8:00 a.m. on the day following the designated pickup day. Further, it shall be unlawful and declared a nuisance for any person
owning, claiming, occupying or having supervision or control of any real property, occupied or unoccupied, to place brush at the designated
pickup location prior to 8:00 a.m. on the 14 th day before the quarterly pickup. Notwithstanding any other notice provision in this chapter, a
24-hour notice to abate the violation shall be issued for violating this section, and the failure of the person to correct the violation within that
time period subjects the person to the enforcement and/or penalty provisions of this chapter. Other than during the hours for waste and
recycling receptacle placement allowed by city ordinance, waste and recycling receptacles located on residentially zoned property shall be
placed in a location that is not visible from a public street or placed adjacent to the side of the home in such a manner that the receptacles are
not located between the home and the adjacent street.”
Section 3.

PENALTY CLAUSE

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction,
shall be fined a sum not to exceed $500.00 for each offense, and each and every violation or day such violation shall continue or exist, shall
be deemed a separate offense.
9

VETERANS SPOTLIGHT
David M. Griffin, was born March 26, 1935, in Dallas, Texas. He
grew up in Frisco, Texas where he attended high school at Frisco High
before moving to Dallas and attending high school at Highland Park.
David joined the Paratroopers when he was 17 years old. His basic
Airborne training was completed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. His
Parachute and Ranger training was at Fort Benning, Georgia. After
that he was sent to Fort Bragg for extended training in the 82nd
Airborne Division, 504th Infantry Regiment. I should say his Airborne
training started when he was old enough to jump out of the top of the
barns, as it always gave him a thrill.
David volunteered for duty in Korea and was sent to the 187th
Airborne Regimental Combat Team, but when he arrived, found out
they were transferred to Sasebo, Japan. David was then attached to the 75th Field Artillery 8th
Army and was very shortly TDY’d to the 1st Marine Division, in charge of patrols and reconnaissance
division.
After returning home from Korea as a Sergeant, he was sent to the 16th Rangers as an Instructor, but
after a while, since he only had a short time left, opted to finish his military career playing
football and boxing. He was formally educated through the United States Armed Forces Institute.
David returned to Frisco, by then in his early 20’s and started his own company with his two brothers,
Bob & Buzz. They were in a custom combine business and they went all over the mid-west with two
combines cutting grain, until the storms ran them out of business.
David then went to work for Hobbs Trailers, a division of Fruehauf Corporation in Dallas, climbed the
ladder to become the General Manager of the Dallas operations. While working for Hobbs, he
became a 32nd Degree Mason, then a Shriner.
David left Hobbs after 20 years and started his own dealership which was Utility Of Texas, which he
sold back to the factory and started a new company known as Trailer Rentals and Sales, Inc., where
he rented, leased and sold used trucks, trailers, trains, planes and anything else that had wheels.
David has never retired as he always stays busy buying and selling property and investments. David
still thinks that his military service was very pivotal to his business life. David has lived in Oak Point
since 2011.
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CONGRATULATIONS PAUL BASTAICH
Paul Bastaich, Oak Point resident and Denton County
Veteran Officer, was presented the 2020 Congressional
Veteran Commendation by U.S. Congressman Michael
C. Burgess, M.D. and the citizens of the 26th
Congressional District for his honorable service
performed while a member of the Armed Forces of the
United States. The Commissioners’ Court recognized
and congratulated Paul on his award and service to
our country. Paul served as a Senior Master Sergeant
in the US Air Force.

MAY 1, 2021 GENERAL ELECTION UPDATE
The deadline to file for a place on the May 1, 2021 Oak Point General Election ballot was
on Friday, February 12th. The following people filed an application for a place on the
ballot: Council Member Dena Meek filed for Mayor; Council Member Kyle Thompson,
Kirk Hawrysio, David Klewicki, Louis Mangiacapra, David McBeth, Dennis Pratt,
John Ridgeway filed for Council Member. Mayor Keith Palmer and Council Member Don
Lindemann chose not to run for re-election.
BOAT RAMP PASSES
Annual boat ramp passes can be purchased at City Hall. The price for residents within the Oak Point
city limit is $25. Discounts are offered for senior citizens and for veterans. If you reside outside the
city limits, the price is $75. You will need the license plate of the vehicle you will be driving in to the
gated area.

Daily passes will be available in the kiosk at the boat ramp for $5. Please fill out the front of the
envelope and seal the $5 in the envelope. There is a receipt to place on your dashboard so an officer
can see it when patrolling the area. These can be matched up to the envelopes in case there is ever a
need for proof, so please be sure to complete the information.
GOLF CART PASSES

Golf cart passes are available at City Hall. The initial fee is $20 but will be $5 each year thereafter.
Please bring proof of insurance for the golf cart.

Beginning January 2021, golf cart passes and boat ramp passes will no longer be interchangeable.
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Upcoming City Council Meetings

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday, March 15
Monday, April 19,
Monday, May 17

at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm

City Council
City Council
City Council

Tentative Meetings for Other Boards and Commissions
Tuesday, March 2
Monday, March 8
Tuesday, March 9
Tuesday, April 6
Monday, April 12
Tuesday, April 13
Tuesday, May 4
Monday, May 10
Tuesday, May 11

at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm
at 6:00 pm

Planning & Zoning Commission
PARCS
Economic Development Corporation
Planning & Zoning
PARCS
Economic Development Corporation
Planning & Zoning Commission
PARCS
Economic Development Corporation

All dates are subject to change. Please check the City’s website at www.oakpointtexas.com or contact the City Secretary at (972) 294-2312 to verify meeting dates and times.

CITY OF OAK POINT CONTACT NUMBERS
City Hall

(972)294-2312 Fax: (972)294-1619

Police/Fire

(972)294-0000 Fax: (972)294-3333

Non-Emergency Dispatch

(940)349-1600 Option 9

Emergency

911

Website:
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www.oakpointtexas.com

