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CITY COUNCIL REPORT
Hello neighbors!
Thank you all for electing me to City Council last May.
Ever since we moved to Oak Point back in 2015 I
wanted to get involved with our great city and the
people who live and work here. Over the past 3
years I can say that I have met some of the most genuine people whom are very welcoming, have strong
beliefs and are down to earth. I feel it is important to
get involved in the community and by doing so, you
Tim Freeman
can
help so many people. Not to mention being a
Council Member
part of the progress which determines our future.
I currently also serve on my neighborhood’s POA as vice president. I work
alongside some terrific individuals and we were able to accomplish so many
great things and improvements over the past years. I can say the same about
my fellow Council Members, Mayor, City staff, police and fire departments. We
all come from different walks of life but we work well together and share the
same passion for our city and its future.
There are several things that I feel strongly about and I will share them with you
now. I have to say I was more than happy when the bond for road improvements was passed. We all know how much they are in need of repair and without businesses inside the city generating sales tax revenue, it makes it very difficult to afford replacement. We have been maintaining the best we can with the
resources we have. The good news is businesses are starting to come to the commercial lots and I look forward to the impact it will have financially to help with
roads.
I am also very passionate when it comes to our parks and recreation areas. I
felt really proud to be a part of approving the new playground equipment at
Jake’s Place while serving on the Parks and Recreation Board. It is being used
by kids every day and was well worth the cost and effort. When I ran for City
Council one of my platforms was improving the boat ramp area. I was successful
working with Oncor and the previous City Manager to install a light which has
been beneficial. The Parks and Recreation Board and City Council just approved new signage, trash cans and picnic tables which will be installed in the
near future.
Maintaining a “Country Place” is also important and I will fight to keep it that
way. I am proud to say that I voted yes to reduce our city taxes as we all can
use a tax break. I also voted yes to have our city’s website overhauled which
will take place in the first quarter of 2019.
It has been an honor serving you for the past six months and I am looking forward to the next year and a half.
Tim Freeman
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MEET THE NEW CITY MANAGER, STEPHEN ASHLEY
Recognized by his peers as a visionary Public Administration Executive, Stephen Ashley has developed a reputation as a municipal leader with a commitment to people
oriented management and the efficient use of resources. Having 20+ years of dedicated service to local governments he is skilled in the management of employees,
conflict resolution, and performance management. His ability to effectively manage
issues in a positive and productive manner has been demonstrated repeatedly.

Stephen Ashley
City Manager

Stephen is a graduate of Texas A&M University in College Station where he earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science. His Master’s Degree in Public Administration was earned from the University of Texas at Arlington. He holds certifications as a Certified Public Manager and as a Certified Economic Development Professional.

Having initiated numerous new programs through mentoring and training of others,
Stephen’s management experience in operations includes Capital Improvement Programs, Finance and Budget, Marketing, Planning & Zoning, Strategic Planning, Facility Management, Human Resources and Community Relations. He has
been recognized and appointed by former Governor Rick Perry to the East Texas Regional Review Committee, where
state grant guidelines are reviewed. He voluntarily served this committee for 5-years. He was also appointed to the
Heart of Texas Workforce Board, where he served for 5-years.
Stephen and his wife Kathryn have been married for 23-years. Kathryn is also a graduate of Texas A&M University in
College Station. Together, they have two children, Zachary - 18 and Megan - 13. They currently reside in the Houston
area but are in the process of purchasing a home in North Texas and look forward to relocating back to the area. Upon being offered the City Manager position Stephen stated “I’m humbled and honored to be given the opportunity to
lead such an outstanding organization and to serve an exceptional and vibrant community.”
Stephen replaced former City Manger, Luke Olson, after 4 years of service to the City of Oak Point. Stephen’s first
day in Oak Point was Monday, November 5th. Please come by and visit and welcome Stephen to the City of Oak
Point or reach out to him via email at sashley@oakpointtexas.com or phone at 972-294-2312.

MEET THE NEW FINANCE MANAGER, DONNA BONER
The City of Oak Point would like to welcome Donna Boner as the new Finance Manager. Donna
started with the City of Oak Point on October 23rd. Donna was born in Paducah, Kentucky and
moved to Nashville, TN in her early 20’s. Donna’s mother and brother still live in Paducah even
though Donna relocated to Texas in 1997 when her husband was transferred with his job for
American Airlines.
Donna has been married to her husband, Charles, for 32 years and they have two sons, Ryan
(28) and Daniel (25). Her son Daniel will be getting married next year so she will be gaining a daughter!
Donna’s job duties consist of handling all financial aspects for the City, including payroll, budgeting, audits and monthly
bank reconciliations. Prior to coming to the City of Oak Point, Donna was with the City of Lake Dallas for 9 1/2 years as
their Finance/HR Director.
Donna loves working with numbers and making sure everything balances and is accurate. She is also enjoying new
friends (co-workers) she has made and looks forward to getting to know the citizens of Oak Point. Donna’s hobbies include crafts, traveling and shopping. Please come by and meet Donna and welcome her to Oak Point!
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ANNUAL REGISTRATION REMINDERS
Pet Registration (January 1-December 31)
Did you know all dogs and cats must be registered with the City? To obtain a registration tag, pet owners should bring a copy of
their pet’s current vaccination record to City Hall. The registration fee is $15.00 per animal, although the fee is reduced to only
$5.00 per animal if you can provide documentation that your pet has been spayed or neutered. The tag is to be affixed to your
pet’s collar or harness and worn by the pet at all times. Registration is valid from January 1 through December 31.

Boat Ramp Permits (January 1-December 31)
Did you know anyone using the Lake Lewisville boat ramp/courtesy dock and parking area located at the south end of Lakeshore
Boulevard in the Crescent Oaks subdivision is required to purchase a daily or annual permit from the City? Fee amounts are as
follows:
Daily permits are $5.00 and are available for purchase at the deposit box located just prior to the entrance (on the left side) to
the boat ramp area. Fill out the permit information and follow the directions provided on the envelope/pass. Daily permits are to
be displayed on the dashboard of your vehicle while you occupy the boat ramp area.
Annual permits are available at City Hall and for the following fees:
Annual Permit-Resident $25 (must show proof of residency)
Annual Permit Non-Resident $75
Annual Permit Over 65 Resident: $10 (Must show proof of age/residency)
Annual Permit Over 65 Non-resident: $20
Same family additional vehicles for residents after initial permit fee: $12.50 (Must show proof of residency)
Same family additional vehicles for non-resident after initial permit fee: $37.50
Annual permits shall be affixed to the lower right corner of the front windshield of the vehicle for which the permit applies.
All permits expire at the end of December each year. Violation of the permit ordinances will result in a fine.

Annual Golf-Cart Registration (January 1-December 31)
The City of Oak Point allows the operation of golf carts on public streets during both day time and evening hours but only under
certain conditions.
The conditions include:
The maximum speed limit of the public street on which the golf cart is being operated must be thirty-five (35) miles per hour or less;
The person operating the golf cart must have a valid driver’s license;
The person operating the golf cart must maintain current financial responsibility for the golf cart as required of other passenger
vehicles per the Texas Transportation Code;
The golf cart must be equipped with headlights and taillights, reflectors, a parking brake, mirrors, and a slow-moving vehicle emblem; and
The driver and every passenger in a golf cart must be seated in a seat designed to hold passengers while the golf cart is in motion.
At no time may any person operate a golf cart while a person is standing in or on the vehicle or riding in the lap of the driver and/
or other passenger of a golf cart.
The owner of a golf cart operated on a public street in the City shall register the golf cart with the City on an annual (calendar
year) basis. The application to register a golf cart is available on the City’s website at www.oakpointtexas.com/dps or from the
Oak Point City Hall at 100 Naylor Road in Oak Point. The initial registration fee is $20; the fee to renew the annual registration is
reduced to $5.
Residents should note that under current State law all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) may not be operated on public streets.
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WINTERFEST 2017 PHOTOS
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STAY UPDATED: SUBSCRIBE TO BLACKBOARD CONNECT
Have you received any automated phone calls, emails, or text messages from the City of
Oak Point regarding the recent weather warnings that impacted Oak Point and surrounding areas? If you did not, we strongly encourage you to enroll in the City’s Blackboard Connect service
or update your information if you are already enrolled in the service. Blackboard Connect is a
mass communication and emergency weather notification system. In addition to using the system
to send emergency weather notifications to Oak Point residents, the City uses the service to send
its citizens important messages regarding time-sensitive or common-interest issues such as meeting
agendas, street closures, water or electrical outages, and special events. The Blackboard Connect
service keeps residents better informed by supplementing existing communication channels such as
information bulletins and newsletters. When you register, you can choose to have messages sent
to you by phone, text message, and/or email.
If your home phone is a published number, your home phone number should already be in
our system. If you have an unpublished number or do not have a "land line" in your home, you
can register your contact information by clicking the Blackboard Connect icon on the main page
of the City’s website at www.oakpointtexas.com. If you are already registered, you may also
use the same icon to sign in and add additional contact information (such as your cell phone number, email address, and home address). Adding additional contact information is recommended
because it increases the City's chances of contacting you in the case of a weather emergency. Your home address must be listed if you want to receive notifications that may only be applicable to a small area of the City such as a temporary road closure or service outage. Cell
phones can be listed as secondary phone numbers in the database. If you have a cell phone, it is
highly recommended that you list your cell phone number so you will be included in notifications
for tornado warnings when you are away from your home phone.
Phone notifications will be sent for tornado warnings. Notifications of warnings for flash
floods, severe thunderstorms, high winds, and winter storms will be sent by text and email only. Notifications of street closures, water or electrical outages, and special events, or other or
common-interest issues will generally sent by only text and email.
Should you ever choose to discontinue the service, you may opt-out of the service. However, the Blackboard Connect service is used to send information that is time-sensitive and relevant
to the public interest. If you choose to opt-out of the service, it will eliminate your ability to receive information and emergency weather warnings via the Blackboard Connect service. Persons
wishing to opt-out should send a request to opt-out to abockes@oakpointtexas.com and your
contact information will be deleted from the system.
Please accept our invitation to participate in this great service. We know that your personal information is important. Please be assured that we will not share it with anyone.

ENROLL IN THE CITY’S MASS COMMUNICATION AND EMERGENCY WEATHER
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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2018-APRIL HARPOLD
The 2018 Oak Point Citizen of the Year is being awarded to a
very deserving citizen. April Harpold was nominated by numerous
people and was chosen to receive the distinguished honor this year.
April is a devoted, loving and caring wife and mother and has lived
in Oak Point for 16 years. April has been a Registered Nurse for
21 years and currently is the School Nurse at Lakeside Middle
School in Little Elm. Besides countless hours of dedication to raising
two wonderful girls, Addie and Evie, April still manages to find time
to have dedicated to the following volunteer work:

 Served on the Oak Point Parks and Recreation Committee
 Volunteered to collect food for the Little Elm Food Bank
 Served as the Youth Sailing Camp Coordinator at the Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club
 Served on the Eagles Landing Social Committee for 7 years
 April currently volunteers as the Librarian for the Oak Point Little Free Library.
 April has volunteered for many projects done by the Ladies of Oak Point including the Thanksgiving

Feast for the Police and Fire Fighters and Christmas Cookies for the City Staff.
April will be presented with a plaque at the December 17, 2018 City Council Meeting!!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Residential Cleaning

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Tonya Crooks

AND

469-628-4065

Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly, or Make Ready

HAPPY NEW
YEAR

Reasonable Rates Satisfaction Guaranteed
Cleaning Homes Since 1997
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DRIVING IN INCLEMENT WEATHER

DRIVING IN INCLEMENT WEATHER
Living in Texas we never know what the winter weather will do. Sunny and 70 degrees one day then snow and ice the next day. Driving in inclement weather is a
hazard to begin with so not getting out on the roads when there is snow and ice is
the best option. However, sometimes this cannot be avoided so here are some tips
to help driving in inclement weather conditions.






Slow down. Do not be in a hurry. Make sure to leave plenty of extra room between cars.
If you have to apply the brakes, brake gently to avoid sliding. If you feel you
are sliding, let off the brake.
Keep your headlights on to be more visible to others and to help you see the
road better.
Use lower gears when driving to maintain traction on hills and do not use cruise
control or overdrive on icy roads.
Extra caution should be used on bridges, overpasses and roads that are infrequently used; these roads ice up first.

What to do if your vehicle skids:
Take your foot off of the accelerator.
If your rear wheels skid, turn your steering wheel in the direction you want the
front wheels to go. If your front wheels skid, let off the accelerator and put the
car in neutral. When the car slows and regains traction, turn the wheel in the
direction you want to go and put the car back in gear.
The City of Oak Point wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday season!!!

REPUBLIC SERVICES HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Republic Services will run regular trash and bulk services on Monday, December 24, 2018
Regular trash and recycle services on Monday, December 31, 2018. There will be no delays in services due to holiday schedules.

ENROLL IN THE CITY’S MASS COMMUNICATION AND EMERGENCY WEATHER
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SAVE THE DATE: WINTERFEST 2018

Mark your calendars for the City’s annual Winter Fest celebration. This year’s
event will be held on Friday, November 30th from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
Jake’s Place Park located at 100 Naylor Road. Festivities will include the annual
tree lighting, visits with Santa, children’s activities, glow in the dark bubbles, a
bounce house and music. For further details, volunteer or donation opportunities,
please contact City Hall at (972) 294-2312.

CITY OF OAK POINT CONTACT NUMBERS
City Hall

(972)294-2312 Fax: (972)294-1619

Police/Fire

(972)294-0000 Fax: (972)294-3333

Non-Emergency Dispatch

(940)349-1600 Option 9

Emergency

911

Website:

www.oakpointtexas.com
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2019 TRASH AND RECYCLE SCHEDULE

ENROLL IN THE CITY’S MASS COMMUNICATION AND EMERGENCY WEATHER
9

CITY OF OAK POINT STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality requires that cities participate in Storm Water Management Programs. The City of
Oak Point received authorization of its Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Equality in 2014. The general permit requires the City of Oak Point, a Phase II Small MS4 (small municipal separate
storm sewer system), to implement a Storm Water Management Program (SWMP). Over the five year term of the permit, the City's
SWMP includes best management practices that are developed for each of the following minimum control measures:
Public education, outreach, and involvement on storm water impacts
Illicit discharge detection and elimination
Construction site storm water runoff control
Post-construction storm water management in new developments and redevelopment
Pollution prevention/good housekeeping for municipal operations
The City has created a page dedicated to stormwater management and education located at: www.oakpointtexas.com on the main
page on the left side. This page includes educational materials for kids, including videos and games related to stormwater education.
What many may not know about stormwater is the effect that pet waste has on our water system. Pet waste is the largest contributor of bacteria to natural creeks and rivers. Rain water can wash pet waste into our storm drains and carry it into the rivers, creeks,
lakes and other natural waterways, contaminating or increasing bacterial levels. Please pick-up after your pets, not just for our
water system, but as a courtesy to neighbors. Jake’s Place also has a pet waste station for visitors who bring their pets to the park.
Please take that extra few seconds to utilize the pet waste system. Avoid Poo-lution!!
For septic or illicit discharge complaints visit the online complaint system on the City’s website on the main page (red button service
request) or contact City staff at 972-294-2312.

PARKS UPDATE
The City of Oak Point’s Parks and Recreation Board has been meeting regularly discussing improvements to Jake’s Place
Park and the Boat Ramp located at the end of Lakeshore Blvd. The PARC Board is looking for recommendations from
citizens on improvements and will be working on updating the Park’s Master Plan. Meetings are held the fourth Monday
of each month as needed and the PARC Board welcomes you all out to the meetings to provide input on the recommended improvements. Meetings start at 6 p.m. and are held in the City Council Chambers located at 100 Naylor Road. If
you are unable to make the meetings, please send email recommendations to the City Secretary at abockes@oakpointtexas.com.

CITY OF OAK POINT UPDATED WEBSITE
In July, the Economic Development Corporation and City Council approved an agreement with Civic Plus to design a new
website for the City of Oak Point. City staff and Civic Plus designers have been working since August on the new web
design and content for implementation. The new website will provide citizens and visitors with easier access to documents
and a much user friendly system to locate any information about the City of Oak Point. The tentative live release date
for the new website is scheduled for Monday, February 25, 2019. The City is excited to be working with Civic Plus on
the new site design. For examples of Civic Plus sites visit https://cp-salesbase5.civicplus.com/364/Recommended-Design10

HOLIDAYS AND CALENDAR
In recognition of the following holidays, City offices will be closed on:
Thursday, November 22
Friday, November 23
Thanksgiving Day & Friday After

Tuesday, January 1, 2019
New Years Day

Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

Monday, February 18, 2019
Presidents Day

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Upcoming City Council Meetings
Mon, December 17 at 6:00pm
Mon, January 21 at 6:00pm
Tue, February 19 at 6:00pm
Mon, March 18 at 6:00 pm

City Council
City Council
City Council
City Council

Tentative Meetings for Other Boards and Commissions
Tues, Dec. 11 at 6:15 pm
Tues, Jan. 8 at 6:00pm
Tues, Jan. 15 at 6:15pm
Tues, Feb. 5 at 6:00pm
Tues, Feb. 12 at 6:15pm

Economic Development Corp
Planning & Zoning Commission
Economic Development Corp
Planning & Zoning Commission
Economic Development Corp

All dates are subject to change. Please check the City’s website at www.oakpointtexas.com or contact the City Secretary at (972) 294-2312 to verify meeting dates and times.

DID YOU KNOW?????
If you are over 65, Republic Services offers a senior
rate for your trash/recycle services. Contact Republic at 972-422-2341 or City Hall at 972-294-2312
to provide photo ID verification of your birthdate
and the discount will be added to your account.
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PREVENTING FROZEN PIPES
With Winter coming and colder temperatures ahead, there is a risk of pipes freezing. Frozen pipes are one
of the most common causes of property damage. The pipes that tend to be at the most risk are those that are
in unheated interior spaces such as attics and garages. However, even pipes in cabinets along exterior walls
can freeze. The following are tips from a Consumer Reports article in 2018 on how to prevent pipes from
freezing and how to thaw frozen pipes.
Keep garage doors closed, even more so if there are water supply lines in the garage.
Open kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate.
Let the cold water drip from a faucet that is served by exposed pipes.
Keep the thermostat set to the same temperature day and night.
If you are away during cold weather, leave the heater on in your home and do not set it lower than 55°
F. For future prevention of freezing pipes, add insulation to attics and crawl spaces. Prevent drafts by
sealing cracks and openings around windows, doors, and at sill plates, where the house rests on the foundation.
Thawing Frozen Pipes:
If it is suspected that the pipes are frozen, be careful when thawing them out because if they have already
burst, the water will come flowing out and potentially flood your home. If the pipes have burst, shut the main
water valve off, however, if the water is still running and the pipes have not burst you can use the following
steps to thaw them out.






 Turn on the faucet. As the frozen pipes are heated up and the ice plug begins to melt, the water will

need to be able to flow through. Even though the water will be cold, a constant flow can help the ice melt
in the pipe.
 Apply heat to the section of pipe by using an electric heating pad wrapped around the pipe, an electric
hair dryer or a portable space heater (keep away from flammable items). Do not use a blow torch, kerosene or a propane heater or anything with an open flame. This can damage the pipes and cause fires.
 Apply heat until full water pressure is restored. Be sure to check all other faucets to see if additional
freezing has taken place, if one pipe is frozen there are potentially more.
 Call a licensed plumber. If you are not able to locate the area of the pipe that is frozen, or it is not accessible, or you are unable to successfully thaw the pipe, call a plumber to avoid further damage.
For more information on frozen pipes go to:
https://www.consumerreports.org/home-maintenance-repairs/how-to-keep-pipes-from-freezing/
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